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The stretching of a nerve may cause functional disorders in the 
corresponding nerve of the opposite side ; these are sometimes 
phenomena of arrest, sometimes those of dynamic hyperexcitabil¬ 
ity. Thus, if the right sciatic be stretched, anaesthesia is produced 
not only in the sphere of the right nerve, but also in that of the 
left crural, and sometimes in the region innervated by the right 
crural.or the left sciatic. When the stretching has been sufficient, 
the anaesthesia is persistent in the last two toes innervated by the 
elongated right sciatic, while the anaesthesia produced in distinct 
parts is transitory. 

The same effects may occur in the nerves of the anterior limbs. 
They may be observed also in the fore limbs after stretching the 
nerves of the posterior ones ; the modifying influence on the cord, 
therefore, traverses a certain distance in that organ. 

Moreover, even insufficient stretching causes, first, an anaesthesia, 
the duration and intensity of which are proportional to the amount 
of stretching; if the latter is slight the anaesthesia will soon disap¬ 
pear, if it is moderate the duration will be longer, and if it is forci¬ 
ble the anaesthesia will be persistent, as has been shown by M. 
Laborde. 

In cases where the anaesthesia is of only short duration, it is 
not uncommon to see produced a hypersesthesia, either direct or 
in the region of a distant nerve. 

Moreover, after the operation, there always exists a certain 
degree of paresis ; the posterior member, for example, drags as if 
the cord had been divided, thanks to the crural nerve, which in¬ 
nervates a larger part of the muscles of the hind limb. 

Finally, when, after having caused an experimental neuritis or 
even a perineuritis, we stretch the nerve, we produce anaesthesia ; 
but this quickly disappears, so that in these conditions a much 
more forcible elongation of the nerve is required to produce a 
lasting anaesthesia than is the case with a healthy nerve. 

M. Quinquaud has likewise observed various trophic disorders 
following this operation. All these facts have their clinical bear-' 
ings, which he will dilate upon in a future communication. 


The following are the titles of some of the recently published 
papers on the therapeutics of the nervous system and mind : 

Kane, H. H.: Chloral hydrate, part iii, continued, N. Y. Med. 
Record, March 19th. Blackwood, W. R. D.: On the treatment 
of neuralgia by static electricity, Med. Gf Surg. Reporter , March 
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12th. Kane : Chloral in tetanus, Chicago Med. yourn. & 
Examr., March. Chancellor, E. A. : Remarks on the treatment 
of delirium tremens, Si. Louis Med. &• Surg. yourn., March. 
Althaus, J. : On some points in the diagnosis and treatment 
of brain disease, Brain , April, 1881. Kane : Chloral hydrate, 
N. Y. Med. Record\ April 23d. Mickle : Morphia in melan¬ 
cholia; its influence on temperature, Practitioner , June, 1881. 
Poole : Fallacies of experiments with curare; its effect on the 
motor nerve endings, N. Y. Med. Rec., May 28, 1881. Rock¬ 
well : The interrupted galvanic current in the treatment of 
sciatica, N. Y. Med. Rec., June 4, 1881. Rockwell : A case' of 
exophthalmic goitre; recovery under electrical treatment, N. Y. 
Med. yourn., June, 1881. Reichert: Hydrobromic acid; its 
action on the circulatory and nervous systems, Post. Med. Surg. 
yourn., June 2, 1881. Charcot: Hysteria; applications of 
static electricity in its treatment, Med. & Surg. Rep., July 2, 1881. 


BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS RECEIVED. 


Hygiene and Treatment of Catarrh. Therapeutic and Opera¬ 
tive Measures for Chronic Catarrhal Inflammation of the Nose, 
Throat, and Ears, by Thomas F. Rumbold, M.D. St. Louis: 
George O. Rumbold & Co., 1881. 

A Practical Treatise on Impotence, Sterility, and Allied Disor¬ 
ders of the Male Sexual Organs, by Samuel W. Gross, M.D. 
Philadelphia : Henry C. Lea’s Son & Co., 1881. 

Transactions of the Thirtieth Annual Meeting of the Illinois 
State Medical Society, held at Belleville, May 18, 19, and 20, 
1881. 

A Medical Formulary, based on the United States and British 
Pharmacopoeias, Together with Numerous French, German, and 
Unofficinal Preparations, by Laurence Johnson, M.D. (Wood’s 
Library of Standard Medical Authors, No. 5.) New York : 
William Wood & Co., 1881. 

Index Catalogue of the Library of the Surgeon-General’s Office, 
United States Army. Authors and Subjects. Vol. ii. Berlioz- 
Cholas. Washington, r88i. 

Das Hirngewicht des Menschen. Eine Studie von Dr. L. W. v. 
Bischoff. Bonn, 1880. 
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Deutsche Chirurgie, mit zahlreichen Holzschnitten und Lithog. 
Tafeln. Herausgegeben von Prof. Dr. Billroth in Wien und 
Prof. Dr. Luecke in Stra .sbourg. Lieferung 30. Prof. Dr. E. v. 
Bergmann : Die Lehre den Kopferletzungen ; mit 55 Holzschnit¬ 
ten und 2 Lithographirten Tafeln. Stuttgart, 1880. 

Lehrbuch der Gehimkrankheiten, fiir Aerzte und Studirende, 
von Dr. C. Wernicke. Mit 96 • Abbildungen. Band I. Kassel, 
1881. 

Wiener Klinik, Vortrage aus der gesammten praktischen Heil- 
kunde. Herausgegeben und Redigirt von Prof. Dr. Joh. Schnitz- 
ler. Inhalt : Frolich : Ueber Meningitis cerebro-spinalis. Aus- 
gegeben in Marz, 1881. Wien, 1881. 

Real-Encyclopadie der gesammten Heilkunde. Medicinisch- 
Chirurgisches Handworterbuch. fiir praktische Aerzte. Heraus¬ 
gegeben von Dr. Albert Eulenberg. Mit zahlreichen Illustra- 
tionen in Holzschnitt. Wien und Leipzig, 1881. 

A New Form of Nervous Disease. Together with an Essay on 
Erythroxolon Coca, by W. S. Searle, M.D., New York City, N. Y. 
New York : Fords, Howard, and Hiilbert, 1881. 

Die Dr. Erlenmeyer’schen Anstalten fiir Gemiiths- und Nerven- 
kranke zu Bendorf bei Coblenz. Bericht iiber Einrichtung, Or¬ 
ganisation, und Leistungen derselben, in dem Decennium 1 Jan- 
uar, 1871, bis 31 December, 1880. Mit 3 Chromolithographien 
und 2 Planen. Leipzig, 1881. 

Haemophilia. Scurvy. Morbus Maculosus Werlhofii, by H. M. 
Bannister, M.D., of Chicago. 

The Functional and Morphological Relations of the Cerebellum, 
by E. C. Spitzka, M.D., New York City, N. Y. (Reprint from 
the Chicago Medical Review, July 5, 1881.) 

On the Metastases of Inflammations from the Ear to the Brain, 
by J. A. Andrews, M.D., Clifton, S, I. (Reprint from the New 
York Medical Journal, February and March, 1881.) 

The Quality of Mental Operations Debased by the Use of Al¬ 
cohol, by T. L. Wright, M.D. (Reprint from the Alienist and 
Neurologist, July, 1881.) 

Report to the Illinois State Medical Society on Laryngeal Tu¬ 
mors, by E. Fletcher Ingalls, A.M., M.D. (Reprint from the 
Chicago Medical Journal and Examiner, July, 1881.) 

Transactions of the American Medical College Association, 
Fifth Annual Meeting, held at Richmond, Va., May 2 and 4, 1881. 

Ether Death : A Personal Experience in Four Cases of Death 
from Anaesthetics, by John B. Roberts, M.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 
(Reprinted from the Philadelphia Medical Times, June 4, 1881.) 

Un Caso di Microcefalia Presentazione del Prof. Augusto Tam- 
burini, al Congresso Freniatrico di Reggio-Emilia, 1881. 
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Ueber das Verschwinden und die Localisation des Kniephano- 
mens von Prof. C. Westphal. Separat-Abdruck aus der Berliner 
Klinische Wochenschrift, 1881, No. 1. 

The College Story, by the Dean, Rachel L. Bodley, M.D. 
Woman’s Medical College of Pennsylvania, Commencement Day, 
March 17, 1881. 

Report of the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane, for the 
year 1880, by Thomas S. Kirkbride, M.D., Physician and Su¬ 
perintendent. Published by Order of the Board of Managers, 
1881. 

Aus der Nervenklinik. Zur Frage von der Localisation der 
unilaterale Convulsionen und Hemianopsie bedingenden Hirner- 
krahkurgen, von Prof. Dr. C. Westphal. Separat-Abdruck aus 
den Charitd-Annalen, VI Jahrg. 

Annual Report of the Board of Health of the State of Louisi¬ 
ana to the General Assembly, for the Year 1880. 

Contributions to Ophthalmology, by Dr. C. R. Agnew. (Re¬ 
printed from the Transactions of the American Ophthalmological 
Society , 1880.) 

A New Cortical Centre, by Grseme M. Hammond, M.D. (Re¬ 
printed from the Medical Record, March 19, 1881.) 

Report of the Trustees, Resident Officers, and Visiting Com¬ 
mittee of the Maine Insane Hospital, 1880. 

Structure of ZEsophagus, Gastrotomy, by T. F. Prewitt, M.D. 
(Reprint from the St. Louis Courier of Medicine, March, 1881.) 

An Improved Self-Retaining Rectal and Vaginal Speculum, by 
A. F. Erich, M.D. (Reprinted from the Obstetric Gazette, Febru¬ 
ary, 1881.) 

A Statistical Report of Two Hundred and Fifty-two Cases of 
Inebriety Treated at the Inebriates’ Home, Fort Hamilton, Long 
Island, by Lewis D. Mason, M.D. (Reprint from the Quarterly 
Journal of Inebriety, April, 1881.) 

Tubercular Laryngitis, or Laryngeal Phthisis, by C. J. Lundy, 
M.D. (Reprinted from the Physician and Surgeon, February, 
1881.) 

Glaucoma, Caused by Mental Worry. Illustrated by the Re¬ 
port of a Case, by Leartus. Connor, M.D. (Reprint from the 
Detroit Lancet, July, 1881.) 



